
KNOCKLONG PARISH. 

SITUATION. Thia Parish is situated in the B!:i.rony of Cosh
lea and is bounded Ol'l the north by the Parishes of Hospital, 
Kilrush and Emly; on the west by the Parishes of Knockainy, 
Athanasy and Emlygrennen; on the e~.st by the Parishes of Bally
skaddan and Galbally and on the south by Glenbrohaun. 

NAME. The local Ir.i.sh name of ttis Parish is Cnoc Luinge, 
which signifies the Hill of the camp, i.e., Collis Castrorum. 
The HUl of Knocklr)ng, on whi~h t.here are still to be seim the 
ruins of an olcl Church and of' a Cetstle or strong rr,ansion house, 
stands eix miles due east from Kilmallock. This hill was at 
an early period called Druim Damhghai:re as appears from a ro-
mantic tale entitled "Forbuis Drt)ma Damhghaire" namely, the 178 
Encampment on D::-u.im Damhgha1n, preserved in the Book of' L'i smore 
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fol.169 p.a.a. (R.I.A. ). It obtainAd the name of Cnoc Lolnge, 
Hill of the Camp as above remarked, on the occasion of Cormao, 
Monarch of Ireland, pitching hiH camp on it when invading Mun
ster, afl;er tb'i.t Provinc,3 h·1.d refused to P'='!Y him his tributt~s. 
Tne hill ls now highly cul tivat,:1cl and no traces of an encamp
ment are observablA thereon. 

The old Church on this hil.l is n very rude one and all 
its architectural fe:J.tures an:.: destroye1 WJ.th the exceptj_cin 
of one quadrangular lit~le window placed on the north wall 
close to the e~st gable. It is wide inside ~nd measures two 
feet four inches by seven i~ches outside, where it is six 
feet· eight inchrc1s from the grnund. The east gable is ne'-',:'.:' ty 1'71 
destroyed and there is a large brouch in the south side w~ll 
where the doorway was placed and another nearly opposite _; t 
in the north side w01,l l. Thi: l 0wer part of th:,: north vml l is 
buil.t nf V8ry large stones up to the height of four feet l~t 

from that up i.::; of much smaller on(3S. This Church meastl'e 
1n length forty five feet and in br~adth twenty two feet 1n

side; its wall~ are four feet thick, built of lime stones 
cemented with good lime and. sand mort'.0,r rrnri their greatest 
height is at :present n i 1,e ·rnd 8., half feet :lttr,ide and tweJ. ,,,::: 
feet outside. 

A sr1ort; cl ista.11:::e to the r.orta. eaBt of the Church there is 
a Castle or rather stnrng b 1 1i.l t m·01.nsion ,1ouse measuring twenty 
one feet rr0m north to so~th in length and eighteen feet in 
bread,~h 1.n 1 1::e insi.de. It wa:::; U1ree storiAs high and its south UO 
wall is six and a half feet thick and about thirty feet high. 
There wc:re two apartments in the thickness ,::-f the north W?, 11 
near t l1(j top l lghted by two qu8.d rangul'1.i' ·1id.nd ows. Thi H brd ld.-
1 ng wa.~; l i.g't1t,•d by several large windows, but they are ,J')v· 

mucli dis figLu·e d. Th, re are t·,vo large qu9.d1·angu lar ones \.'n 
the south wall, one on the we~t and I think two on the east, 
but ther:ie la~:t are o:nly breaches in the 11mll at present. 

There Rre two bely wells, St. Patrick and At. Paul'1 wells 
on the east sid0 of Knocklong Hill. 

In Ballinahinch Townl.and i,; sj tuatecl r:,, burying grouncl at 
present mucri used, which is called Clol:rnen, in Irish CJ.r,i ,bin Ill 
or Cloichin, w~ich means B little ~tone. It is situated in a 
pasture fh:ld aud is enclosed witi1 r,, stone wall of mason work. 
No traGes of a Churc\1 are now found here. Many mornJ.menta i. 
btones be 1011g1 ng to re :::p c btbl8 fami 1 i es are seen with i.n his 
burial ground. I am informed ;,t Patron is held here 0(1 t ,:; 
:3rd of August, Lady Da:v. This bnrytng ground Lies in nort·,h 
of the townland and in the south of it about one mi18 distant 
therefrom, stands Bal 1 i :nah inch Cast 1 e in r1'dns. Tr1i. s Cas \le 
measures forty two feet by tw0nty two and a half feet insidA 
the walls. Win::l i.ng s tM .. irs of s t,J 1·,e st . .::ps ascend. in the north 
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ond of the building, twenty eight feet in p,--rpendir.:1dar ,1.,ight. 
There a.re two gables, north arid Rout.h, with a eLimne_y on l~'t.Ch, 
built with bricks inside and with stone:o ,·,utside .. Eri ·ks aci:? 282 
in SAVeral parts of the walls o:n the inside ::-· n,j plas 1 • r i trL 

remains in several places on them inside. Th,~, 8] dB wal 1 f; qre 
about thirty feet high. The wall at the doorua.y is si . .x 1'r:,-t 
thick. The doorway is on the wet:t side where t!H=ire is n B"i11el 
about twelve feet high, the wall over U, bAitig \,,,ly fou:r· :f'er,t 
thick. The doorway ts quadranguli:-ir, bu.i Jt wi 1.1.i ('!ti i se11ec: lime 
stone. Its breA.dth is three feet five tncht:s and 11eigh1. six 
faet eight inches. Windows on thh, bu1lr:l~n?; are quadrat:F:il 0,r; 
there is a narrow round 0:1.e on west ;,rn,11 rieRr !1ortr1 end , ,d 283 
two narrow four-corneY-ed ones over it. The material;-; of' t, 0 is 
building are lime stonP.s with soms bricks J r1side A.,,d cerr •• t 
o'f lime and sand mortar. It seems grouting waH ri~ade u::,,~ of i11 
raising the walls. 

There is a well in this townland calJed Tobar Gobn~i• 
(rectius Gobnaite) or Deborah's Wall. I le·1rr.ed rwthing ,,·,re 
respecting it. Fitzgerald in his Hist. of Lim Vol.I, p 336, 
has these references to the two c:astles just now rlescribed:-

"In the west of this Parish (Knocklong) i the old C· .. r:,:,l~ 
of :iallinahirich, built by Et branch of the CL=v, Gibbon f'a.rnU:r. 
On the Hi 11 of Long are the wa 11 s of an old Cburct1 :,nd ~!- s:: 
ruins of a Cast le formerly the r('s idence of 8 j r Th ,:,'Yl''' s iii:cl ey 
whose beautiful monument we notice i1J 0111· descri.p1 ion of Em~y." 

Local information tells that Knock1onfr, Castle WAS tu·~·. 
by one, Hogan, and 1.astly inh8.bited by one, Hurley. 


